


























































































































































































































































contact appropriate officials to try to stop it," said Kevin Zeese, an organizer at Freedom Plaza. 

Protesters met with Park Service officials Monday to discuss the warnings, Zeese said. 

Jarrad Davis, a protester at McPherson Square, said the Park Service inspected the camp last 
week, but he described the inspection as routine. 

Occupy DC has enjoyed relative peace compared to protests elsewhere in the country, making it a 
model for the Occupy movement, protesters said. The local demonstrations are highly organized, 
relatively clean and on good terms with police. Protesters from around the country - from Atlanta 
to New York to Raleigh, N.C.- have made pilgrimages to the camp in Freedom Plaza to learn 
how to stage an Occupy protest, protester Joseph Bratcher said. 

"We try to learn from the other Occupys that have been shut down," he said. "Everyone 
comments on how organized and well kept we are." 

awhelan@washingtonexaminer. com 
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Carol B Johnson/NACC/NPS 

11/30/2011 01:24PM 

To William Line/NCR/NPS@NPS 

cc 

bee 

Subject Re: Can you return reporter's call? (Re: Nov. 23 

Will do 
William Line 

----- Original Message ----
From: William Line 
Sent: 11/30/2011 12:36 PM EST 
To: Carol Johnson 

flyer/circulator distributed in McPherson Sq & Freedom 
Plaza)CJ 

Subject: Can you return reporter's call? (Re: Nov. 23 
flyer/circulator distributed in McPherson Sq & Freedom Plaza) 

Carol: 
Just left a voicemail message on your cell phone to the same effect, but could you 

please return a call to JEFF MORLEY of Salon.com who has questions about the flyer/circulator 
piece that was distributed in both McPherson & Freedom last week. Morley's phone number: 
(202) 413-7841. 

Many thanks! 
Bill Line 
Communications, FOIA & Tourism Officer 
National Park Service 
National Capital Region 
1100 Ohio Drive, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20242 
Main office: (202) 619-7222; direct dial: (202) 619-7177; cell Fax: (202) 
619-7302 

Visit us at: 
www.facebook.com/gwnppublicaffairs 
http://www.youtube.com/gwnppublicaffairs1 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/gwnppublicaffairs 
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"Pugh, Tony" 
<tpugh@mcclatchydc.com> 

To william_line@nps.gov 

cc 
12/02/2011 03:02PM 

bee 

Subject 

Bill, here's the flier. Lemme know if anything is different from what we discussed. 
Tony Pugh 
McClatchy Newspapers 
202-38-6013 

----------Forwarded message----------
From: Robert Borosage, Campaign for America's Future <manager@ourfuture.org> 
Date: Fri, Dec 2, 2011 at 12:50 PM 
Subject: Dec. 5-9. Take Back The Capitol and Demand Jobs. 
To: tpugh@mcclatchydc.com 

Dear Tony, 
Next week, the unemployed and underemployed are coming to Washington, backed by a 
powerful coalition of community, labor, Occupy, and other groups around the country to "Take 
Back the Capitol" and demand action on jobs. 
And we need you to stand with us. 
The four-day people's action in Washington, DC to "Take Back the Capitol" will make sure the 
voices of the 99% are heard during the last session of Congress in 2011. 
Young. Old. Blue collar. White collar. Pink collar. Those who have been thrown out of work or 
forced to give up a living wage will be in the halls of Congress and occupying the corridors of 
K Street lobbyists, refusing to be ignored. 
To take part, go to www.99indc.org. Below are more details from the protest organizers. See 
you there! 
Sincerely, 

Robert L. Borosage, 
Co-director 
Campaign for America's Future 

*** 
TAKE BACK THE CAPITOL 

WHEN: Most folks will arrive in DC on December 5 and head home on 
December 9, 2011. 

WHERE The People's Camp on the mall (near 14th St. and Constitution Ave., . NW) will serve as our home base where we pitch our tents and enjoy . 
teach-ins, seminars, music, and other entertainment. 

WHAT: Thousands will converge on the nation's capital to show Congress what 
democracy looks like, shine a light on corporate greed and the human 
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suffering it has caused, and demand justice for the 99%. For four days 
we'll hold spirited but peaceful actions, speak-outs, and protests-from 
the halls of the Capitol to the offices on K Street-as well as spend time 
together learning and sharing stories, ideas, and inspiration. 

A few highlights: 
Monday, December 5 - Set up the People's Camp. After checking in, pitching tents, and 
creating signs and banners, an orientation and entertainment will be hosted by OurDC, a local 
organization of unemployed and underemployed 99%-ers. 
Tuesday, December 6 - Take Back the People's House. From the People's Camp, we'll 
form groups and fan out to congressional offices, remind members of Congress that the 
Capitol is the People's House, and demand that they represent the 99%. 
Wednesday, December 7- "Make Wall Street Pay." We'll swarm K Street, the lobbying 
center for the world's most powerful corporations, and track down those responsible for 
crashing the economy and causing millions of 99%ers to lose their jobs and homes-while 
failing to pay their fair share of taxes. 
Thursday, December 8 - Demand Justice for the 99°/o. The day's events will include 
multiple speak-outs throughout the Capitol, a national prayer vigil with unemployed folks and 
faith leaders, a mass march on key congressional leaders, and a lively jubilee action. 
Friday, December 9 - Take It Home. We'll pack it up and head home, where we need to 
keep the pressure on our representatives in Congress to do right by the 99%. 

If vou do not want to receive future updates about events from Campaign for 
America's Future, Please click here to unsubscribe from our events list . 

If you received this message from a friend, you can sign up for updates from the Campaign for America's Future. 

This message was sent from the Campaign for America's Future. We apologize if you received this message in error. If 
you would like to unsubscribe from some or all of our emails, please visit our unsubscribe page. 

Ourfuture.org 1 Donate I Contact Us 

Tony Pugh 
National Correspondent 
McClatchy Newspapers 
202-383-6013 
www.mcclatchydc.com 

Subscribe to E-Publications 
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Margie Ortiz/NCR/NPS 

12/02/2011 05:00PM 

To Carol B Johnson/NACC/NPS@NPS 

cc 

bee William Line/NCR/NPS 

Subject Fw: URGENT: 12-49 Light Occupy DC FOIA status needed 

. . . . . . . 

Carol --We need you to please provide us with an estimated completion date by Monday. See the email 
below from the WASO FOIA Officer relative to this request. 

Thanks, Margie 

Margie Ortiz 
National Capital Region 
Public Affairs and FOIA Specialist 
Office of Communications 
11 00 Ohio Drive, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20242 
202-619-7359 

Visit us at: 
www. facebook.com/gwnppublicaffairs 
http://www.youtube.com/gwnppublicaffairs1 
http://www. flickr.com/photos/gwnppublicaffairs 

-----Forwarded by Margie Ortiz/NCR/NPS on 12/02/2011 04:58PM----

Charis Wilson/DENVERINPS 
11/30/2011 02:58 PM To Janeen Tyson/USPP/NPS@NPS, Margie 
!Please respond by 11/30/20111 Ortiz/NCR!NPS@NPS, William Line/NCR/NPS@NPS 

cc Maureen Foster/WASO/NPS@NPS 

Subject URGENT: 12-49 Light Occupy DC FOIA status needed 

Hi Janeen, Margie & Bill, 

Just a follow-up to my note I sent you earlier this week asking for an update to this request. As I 
mentioned I have had a similar request come in so I need a status so I can let this additional requester 
know when the materials will be ready for Mr. Light's req 
t::uut::::ilt::l to 

I really need to get back to this requester so I need a status update as soon as possible. However, on top 
of that I got a call from Mr. Light today asking for an update on his request. He sounded friendly enough 
but there was a bit of a stern tone to his voice, so I would really, really like to be able to provide him with a 
status update by the end of today. So please get back to me when you get this message with an update. 
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As he submitted his clarification to us on November 8, his twenty days are up on December 8 which is 
next Thursday. 

Thanks very much, 

C. 

Ms. Charis Wilson, MLS, CRM 
NPS FOIA Officer 
12795 W. Alameda Parkway 
PO Box25287 
Denver, CO 80225-0287 
303-969-2959 
Fax: 303-969-2557 
1-855-NPS-FOIA 

"What we find changes who we become."- Peter Morville 

"The historian works with records ... there is no substitute for records: no records, no history."
Paraphrasing Langlois & Seignobos (1903) 

"Let us be guardians, not gardeners" - Adolph Murie 
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Osborne Reaves/USPP/NPS To 

12/04/2011 03:41PM cc 

bee William Line/NCRINPS 

Subject Fw: McPherson Park Update 

NPS has responded to set up bike racks in place of the police tape. 
Osborne Reaves 

----- Original Message ----
From: Osborne Reaves 
Sent: 12/04/2011 02:25 PM EST 
Subject: Fw: McPherson Park Update 

A DC Fire inspector has arrived on scene and is waiting to inspect the structure. Currently, incident 
command is being established on 15th street and I street. The streets surrounding the park are closed. 
Currently, there are 5 people on the top of the structure. All D-1 Commanders are on scene. 

So far, 9 arrests have been made. The last six were for crossing a police line. 

Osborne Reaves 

----- Original Message ----
From: Osborne Reaves 
Sent: 12/04/2011 01:31 PM EST 
To: USPP_Notifications@nps.gov 
Subject: Fw: McPherson Park 

Osborne Reaves 

-----Original Message----
From: Osborne Reaves 
Sent: 12/04/2011 01:22 PM EST 
Subject: Fw: McPherson Park 

Osborne Reaves 

----- Original Message ----
From: Osborne Reaves 
Sent: 12/04/2011 12:37 PM EST 
Subject: Fw: McPherson Park 

Police tape has been placed around the structure. Two individuals crossed the tape and have been 
arrested for crossing a police line. One individual was arrested for interfering. They have been taken to 
AOF for processing. Currently, there are 6 individuals who climbed to the top of the structure. SWAT 
and CIB are en route. 

DC Fire is on scene. They are calling an inspector to advise us on their ability to assist. 

Osborne Reaves 

----- Original Message ----
From: Osborne Reaves 
Sent: 12/04/2011 11:50 AM EST 
Subject: McPherson Park 

Currently D-1 units are at McPherson Park investigating the establishment of a large wooden frame, 
similar to a house, just south of the statue . The protesters were advised that the structure needed to be 
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broken down; they were giving a one hour time frame to disassemble it. Right now, the group is 
congregating, deciding what actions they will take. 

Captain Rogers has notified NPS Maintenance. D C Fire is also en route to access the structure. Units 
from outer districts have been called to assist. 
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12/04/2011 08:15PM 

To <Undisclosed-Recipient:;> 

cc 

bee William Line/NCR/NPS 

Subject Wash Post blog: Occupy DC demonstrators arrested by U.S. 
Park Police 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post now/post/occupy-washington-demonstrators-arrested-by-us-park-police/ 
2011/12/04/giQA3RSiSO blog.html 

Washington Post 
Breaking News blog 
Sunday, December4, 20116:10 P.M. 

Occupy DC demonstrators arrested by U.S. 
Park Police 
By Pamela Constable, Tim Craig and Fredrick Kunkle 

U.S. Park Police arrested members of the Occupy D.C. demonstration on Sunday as police and 
protesters clashed over a wood building the group began constructing at McPherson Square. 

Police gave demonstrators a one-hour deadline to start dismantling the two-story plywood 
structure Sunday morning and then began moving in when that deadline passed. Police on 
horseback cordoned off the area, and officers removed protesters one-by-one before putting them 
in handcuffs and taking them into custody. 

About a dozen demonstrators had been arrested as of 3 p.m., and there were more than 20 
demonstrators sitting inside and stop the building, apparently unwilling to move. 

It was a rare confrontation between police and the Washington demonstrators, who had up until now avoided the 
clashes that Occupy protests in other parts of the country have experienced, such as in Boston, New York and 
California. 

The arrests Sunday were peaceful and orderly. but some demonstrators clung to the wooden framework of the 
structure and refused to move, including at least five who climbed onto the roof and perched on roof beams. Others 
sat inside the unfmished building and waited for police to enter and take them out. Some were handcuffed and put on 
the ground and later taken to waiting police vehicles. 

Police appeared to be focused on the building itself and were not trying to remove the small tent city that has 
occupied the square for weeks. Numerous police cars- including a SWAT vehicle -- and emergency trucks 
surrounded the park, and authorities closed off 15th Street between I and K streets for much of the afternoon. 

At 3:30p.m., police began erecting metal barriers around the makeshift structure and assembled in a line along 15th 
Street and around the comer onto I Street. As some protesters rushed the gates, some officers pulled out pepper spray 
but did not use it. Protesters on top of the structure donned masks. 

Shortly before 5 p.m., a building inspector who works for the National Park Service evaluated the structure and 
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deemed it "dangerous," said Anne Wilcox, a lawyer representing Occupy D.C. Police gave the occupiers three 
warnings to get out of the building before making arrests. 

Following negotiations and warnings from a megaphone, police again moved into the structure at about 6 p.m., 

arresting at least eight people who had been sitting inside its base. Six people remained on the open roof, and police 

were working to remove them. 

Occupy D.C. demonstrators believed police were just going to arrest those on the building, not those in the rest of the 

encampment. 

"They are treating this as individual acts of disobedience," Wilcox said. 

The building, on the grassy southwest side of the square near the Metro entrance, sparked the issue early Sunday. 
Police surrounded it shortly after 10 a.m. and gave protesters an ultimatum: Take it down, or we will. 

After discussing a way forward for an hour - demonstrators debated whether it was worth making a stand for the 
structure after lengthy good relations with police -roughly a dozen demonstrators remained inside at the deadline. 

Police told demonstrators they would need a permit to erect such a building. 

Angelica Gatewood, 20, a student from the Pittsburgh School of Massage Therapy who joined the protest two days 

ago, said she did not feel as if demonstrators were intentionally trying to step up confrontations with police, as has 

occurred at other Occupy protests. 

"I think they are trying to toe the line," Gatewood said. "But I think a big part of the movement is challenging the 

status quo. It's not going to be quiet." 

As police moved in, some chanted: "Leave us alone. These are the people who oppress us." 

Michael Patterson, 21, of Anchorage, said the structure was meant to symbolize the need to house the homeless. It 

had been covered with a blue tarp until shortly before the arrests. 

"It is counterrevolutionary to occupy space with a permit," Patterson told the crowd. "Why don't the cops care about 

sheltering the homeless in the streets?" 

Other demonstrators said the building was designed to provide demonstrators a place to go when it gets cold, and 

they were planning to build an "eco-friendly" heating device to make the structure sustainable. 

Some protesters defended their decision to build the structure, calling it "temporary." 

"They said we were allowed to make structures as long as they were moved around every four days," said Jennifer 

Ruse, 28, as she sat near the base of the statue of General McPherson. "This can be moved because we only put it up 

last night." 

Group chants escalated through the early afternoon, and there was an increasing amount of scuffling, shouting and 

shoving. Police used three horses and officers in riot helmets to create a barrier, and additional scuffles broke out as 

demonstrators tried to enter the structure. Some protesters were tackled and subdued. 

Patterson later approached police and shouted in their faces, urging them to arrest him. And they did, dragging him 

away from the square as he shouted: "I didn't serve in Iraq to have this happen to me." 

Despite the commotion, a group of Quakers had its weekly meeting in the south end of the park. 

"I think it shouldn't be happening," said Frank Taylor, 62, of Arlington, who said the police response was not 

necessary. "The protesters are peaceful. They are not doing anything. This is an overreaction." 
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But some tourists and D.C. residents drawn to the scene believed the protesters might be going too far. 

"This is nuts. Instead of spending 50 days in the park, they could have been looking for jobs," said Spence Levitas, 
69, of Baltimore. "If they are not happy, move to Pakistan or Tahrir Square." 

Staff writers Michael Bolden and Allison Klein contributed to this report. 
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David Barna/WASO/NPS 

12/05/2011 06:47AM 

Washington Post 
blog 
December 5, 2011 

To Barbara Baxter/WASO/NPS@NPS, Celinda 
Pena/WASO/NPS@NPS, David Barna/WASO/NPS@NPS, 

Frances Cherry!WASO/NPS@NPS, Geoffrey Suiter, Jeffrey 
cc 

bee 

Subject newsclip: Washington Post- blog -Occupy DC 

demonstrators arrested by U.S. Park Police 

Occupy DC demonstrators arrested by U.S. Park Police 

U.S. Park Police arrested members of the Occupy D.C. demonstration on Sunday as police and protesters clashed over 

McPherson uare. 

Officers surround the tape. (Michael Bolden!The Washington Post) 

Police gave demonstrators a one-hour deadline to start dismantling the two-story plywood structure Sunday morning anc 

passed. Police on horseback cordoned off the area, and officers removed protesters one-by-one before putting them in t 

About a dozen demonstrators had been arrested as of 3 p.m., and there were more than 20 demonstrators sitting inside ; 

move. 
WATCH: OCCUPY D.C. STRUCTURE 
It was a rare confrontation between police and the Washington demonstrators, who had up until now avoided the clashe~ 

country have experienced, such as in Boston, New York and California. 

The arrests Sunday were peaceful and orderly, but some demonstrators clung to the wooden framework of the structure 

climbed onto the roof and perched on roof beams. Others sat inside the unfinished building and waited for police to ente1 

put on the ground and later taken to waiting police vehicles. 

Police appeared to be focused on the building itself and were not trying to remove the small tent city that has occupied tt 

including a SWAT vehicle-- and emergency trucks surrounded the park, and authorities closed off 15th Street between I 

At 3:30 p.m., police began erecting metal barriers around the makeshift structure and assembled in a line along 15th Stn 

protesters rushed the gates, some officers pulled out pepper spray but did not use it. Protesters on top of the structure d< 

Shortly before 5 p.m., a building inspector who works for the National Park Service evaluated the structure and deemed 

representing Occupy D.C. Police gave the occupiers three warnings to get out of the building before making arrests. 

Following negotiations and warnings from a megaphone, police again moved into the structure at about 6 p.m., arresting 

its base. Six people remained on the open roof, and police were working to remove them. 

Occupy D.C. demonstrators believed police were just going to arrest those on the building, not those in the rest of the en 

"They are treating this as individual acts of disobedience," Wilcox said. 
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The building, on the grassy southwest side of the square near the Metro entrance, sparked the issue early Sunday. Polic 
protesters an ultimatum: Take it down, or we will. 
After discussing a way forward for an hour- demonstrators debated whether it was worth making a stand for the structur 
roughly a dozen demonstrators remained inside at the deadline. Police told demonstrators they would need a permit to e 
Angelica Gatewood, 20, a student from the Pittsburgh School of Massage Therapy who joined the protest two days ago, 
intentionally trying to step up confrontations with police, as has occurred at other Occupy protests. 
"I think they are trying to toe the line," Gatewood said. "But I think a big part of the movement is challenging the status qL 
As police moved in, some chanted: "Leave us alone. These are the people who oppress us." 
Michael Patterson, 21, of Anchorage, said the structure was meant to symbolize the need to house the homeless. It had 
the arrests. 
"It is counterrevolutionary to occupy space with a permit," Patterson told the crowd. "Why don't the cops care about shelt 
Other demonstrators said the building was designed to provide demonstrators a place to go when it gets cold, and they '.1 

device to make the structure sustainable. 
Some protesters defended their decision to build the structure, calling it "temporary." 
'They said we were allowed to make structures as long as they were moved around every four days," said Jennifer Ruse 
General McPherson. "This can be moved because we only put it up last night." 
Group chants escalated through the early afternoon, and there was an increasing amount of scuffling, shouting and shov 
helmets to create a barrier, and additional scuffles broke out as demonstrators tried to enter the structure. Some protestE 
Patterson later approached police and shouted in their faces, urging them to arrest him. And they did, dragging him awa~ 
Iraq to have this happen to me." 
Despite the commotion, a group of Quakers had its weekly meeting in the south end of the park. 
"I think it shouldn't be happening," said Frank Taylor, 62, of Arlington, who said the police response was not necessary. ' 
anything. This is an overreaction." 
But some tourists and D.C. residents drawn to the scene believed the protesters might be going too far. 
"This is nuts. Instead of spending 50 days in the park, they could have been looking for jobs," said Spence Levitas, 69, o 
Pakistan or Tahrir Square." 
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Jon Jarvis/WASO/NPS 

12/09/2011 02:20PM 

To David Barna/WASO/NPS 

cc adam_fetcher@ios.doi.gov, david_barna@nps.gov, 
Matt_Lee-Ashley@ios.doi.gov, Maureen 
Foster/WASO/NPS@NPS, Peggy_O'Dell@nps.gov, 

bee 

Subject Re: heads-up: Washington Post call on Occupy DC[) 

This is a good opportunity to distinguish the work of NPS/USPP in Washington as the center of First 
Amendment experiences. The focus by USPP on "quality of life" ensures the safety of the occupiers and 
visitors while respecting their rights to protest. 
**************************************** 

Jonathan B. Jarvis, Director 
National Park Service 
"Working with extraordinary people 
to make America's best idea even better!" 

David Barna/WASO/NPS 

David Barna/WASO/NPS 

12/09/2011 01:55PM To Peggy O'Dell, Jon Jarvis, Maureen Foster, 
william_line@nps.gov, Matt_Lee-Ashley@ios.doi.gov, 
adam_fetcher@ios.doi.gov, Sue Waldron 

cc david_barna@nps.gov 

Subject heads-up: Washington Post call on Occupy DC 

Washington Post reporter Robert McCarthy has contacted US Park Police spokesman David Schlosser 
with some questions: are we ramping up? Are we taking a more aggressive posture? Has our 
relationship with the protestors changed since the 2 story building was taken down? What's the difference 
between McPherson Square and Freedom Plaza. 

David is working with Chief Chambers on a response. 

He plans to run a story on Sunday about Occupy DC, the USPP portion will be a small sidebar. 

David 
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12/09/2011 07:42PM 

To <Undisclosed-Recipient:;> 

cc 

bee William Line/NCR/NPS 

Subject Wash Post blog: D.C. 'being abused by the Occupiers,' 

Board of Trade CEO says 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post now/post/citv-being-abused-by-the-occupiers-dc-board-of-trade-ceo-say 

s/2011/12/09/giQAyF7hiO blog.htrnl 

Washington Post 
Post Now blog 
Friday, December 9, 2011 5:10PM 

D.C. 'being abused by the Occupiers,' Board 
of Trade CEO says 
By Annie Gowen 

The head of the Greater Washington Board of Trade said Friday that the business community in 

Washington has lost patience with the Occupy D.C. protesters, because their encampments on 

McPherson Square and at Freedom Plaza are hurting tourism and local businesses and could 

become a magnet for crime. 

"We are well past the patience point with Occupy D.C.," Jim Dinegar, president and CEO of the 

Greater Washington Board of Trade, said Friday. He was interviewed for the Kojo Nnamdi show 

on W AMU-FM. "The District is being abused by the Occupiers." 

Dinegar faulted the National Park Service and U.S. Park Police for not taking a harder line with 

the protesters, who have been camped out in McPherson Square since Oct. 1 without a permit. 

The Freedom Plaza group does have a permit for its encampment. 

"McPherson Square will be a toxic waste dump for the next couple of years," Dinegar predicted, 

adding that businesses such as Georgia Brown's restaurant and the nearby Starbucks have been 

impacted by the ongoing protest. 

Dinegar criticized the "roving bands of Occupiers" whose actions have caused major traffic 

delays around the District in recent days. More than 70 were arrested in protests along K Street 

on Wednesday during a day of action targeting the lobbying industry that snarled traffic and 

delayed bus service for hours, angering many commuters. 

"You've made your point. ... We wish you well wherever you go after you leave Washington," 

Dinegar said. 
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"Morrow Family" 

12/10/2011 07:55PM 

To "Dave Barna" <david_barna@nps.gov> 

cc 

bee William Line/NCR/NPS 

Subject Wash Post blog: The Establishment escalates its 
anti-Occupy D.C. rhetoric 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/mike-debonis/post/the-establishment-escalates-its-anti-occupy-rhetoric/2011/ 

12/09/giOA84Gvi0 blog.html 

Washington Post 
District of DeBonis blog 
Saturday, December 10, 2011 

The Establishment escalates its anti-Occupy 
D.C. rhetoric 
By Mike DeBonis 

There are signs today that The Man's posture of salutary neglect toward Occupy D.C. might be 

coming to an end. 

First you have Mayor Vincent C. Gray (D) telling WRC-TV's Tom Sherwood that the public is 

starting "to lose patience" with the protests, which are now approaching their third month. 

And then you have Jim Dinegar, CEO of the Greater Washington Board of Trade, appearing 

today on WAMU-FM's Koio Nnamdi Show, offering some of the most aggressive comments to 

date on the ongoing protests. 

• "Businesses are well past the patience point with Occupy D.C .... The District is being abused 

by the Occupiers." 

• "McPherson Square will be a toxic waste dump for the next couple of years to clean that park 

up." 

• "People are reluctant to go downtown .... This is tourist season and you want to attract people to 

the downtown area, not repel them." 

• "When you're looking to attract that next 15 or 20,000-person convention ... these aren't the 

images you want to see on TV." 

• "Unless someone begins to push back, this will continue to escalate .... 'Well, you got kicked 

out ofPhilly, come on down here. You got kicked out ofNew York, come on down here.' No, 

don't come down here!" 
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That is quite a departure from what have been the standard talking points to date, which have 
expressed "mutual respect" between businesses, residents and protesters and the need to balance 
First Amendment rights with the city's desire to conduct business as usual. Question is, where is 
this new sentiment coming from? 

Notably, a group representing the businesses and property owners most directly affected by the 
protests at McPherson Square and Freedom Plaza isn't yet joining Dinegar's calls to oust the 
protesters ASAP. 

"We certainly want to respect the Occupiers and their rights," said Karyn LeBlanc, 
spokeswoman for the Downtown Business Improvement District. "This is unprecedented and 
uncharted territory. We are watching and monitoring what's going on, and we'll continue to do 
that until somebody makes a determination that they will be allowed to stay for an indefinite 
amount oftime or whether they will be asked to leave." 

Note that Dinegar in his comments did not criticize Gray and District government for their 
handling of the protests. His ire is directed squarely at the federal government: "More of this 
rests with the Department of Interior and the Park Service in giving the permits and extending it," 
Dinegar said. "There is no city in the country except for the Washington, D.C., area that has 
accommodated these protesters to this extent." 

In other words, what you're witnessing here is the first throbs of what could become a major 
headache for the White House in the coming weeks. 
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lssa: $400G in Stimulus Funds Stomped On at Occupy 
D.C. Park 
Published December 13, 2011 I FoxNews.com 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Rep. Darrell lssa, the chairman of the House oversight committee, is asking the Obama 

administration to explain how it could allow Occupy protesters to destroy $400,000 worth of 

landscaping and refurbishment by setting up camp in a D.C. park. 
lssa wrote to Interior Secretary Ken Salazar on Tuesday requesting he reply to an 

eight-page letter detailing the decisions of the National Park Service to withhold evictions of 

protesters who had clearly set up a tent city despite NPS' rules barring camping at the park. 

lssa said NPS' laxity toward enforcing its own rules has resulted in protesters killing "newly 

planted grass that had been funded by the stimulus" and "wasting much of the hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in taxpayer money used to rehabilitate McPherson Square." 

"While the merits of this stimulus funding are debatable, we can all agree that once the 

federal government invested the funds, no government agency should have allowed it to be 

damaged or destroyed when it legally could have been prevented," lssa wrote. 

"The National Park Service and U.S. Park Police are firmly committed to upholding 

Americans' First Amendment rights while also enforcing our nation's laws, guarding public 

safety, and protecting the resources with which we are entrusted," Adam Fetcher, a 

spokesman of the Interior Department said in a statement to Fox News. 
"To that end, the U.S. Park Police have been working closely with the District of Columbia, 

the Metropolitan Police Department, the DC Department of Health and others to ensure that 

demonstrations associated with the 'Occupy' movement are conducted safely and in 

compliance with the law," the statement said. 
lssa pointed to Recovery.gov, which says Fort Myer Construction Corporation was awarded 

$424,600 to rehabilitate the park with new grass, concrete curbs, refurbished benches, light 

poles, water fountains, paint, chain fencing, trash cans and light meters. 

lssa said much of the refurbishment was "damaged or destroyed" by Salazar's department 

permitting "illegal camping" in the park. lssa went into great detail about NPS' definition of 

camping, and accused NPS of rejecting its own rules by declaring the protest a "24-hour 

vigil" rather than camping. 
"This situation raises questions about why those decisions were made, who participated in 

making them, and whether political judgments played a role in not enforcing the law," lssa 

added. The rehabilitation work was completed in Spring 2011. 
Among other things, the letter asked Salazar to document communications between the 

Interior Department and the White House regarding the Occupy protests as well as NPS 
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communications about its deliberations on whether to evict the demonstrators. 

Last month, NPS warned the group that it would be evicted from the park, which is just 

blocks from the White House. D.C. police tried to forcibly remove them earlier this month 

when they tried to build a wooden structure without a permit. 
But the protesters filed a motion with a district judge who approved an injunction to allow the 

group to remain in the park until it receives notice from NPS 24 hours in advance that they 

are to vacate. Without it, U.S. District Court Judge James Boasberg say they can not be 

forced to leave. He then scheduled motions for Jan. 31, allowing protesters to claim victory 

against any "surprise" evictions. 
"We are reviewing the letter from Chairman lssa and will respond accordingly," Fetcher 

said. 
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Issa challenges Occupy D.C.'s claim to 
McPherson Square 
By Tim Craig, December 13 

Amid rising tension between Occupy D.C. protesters and some congressional leaders, a House 
committee is investigating why the National Park Service has allowed demonstrators to remain 
camped in McPherson Square. 

The probe by the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee represents a new turn in 
the debate locally and nationally about whether Occupy Wall Street protesters should be allowed 
to stake claim to public property as part of their demonstrations against what they say are 
economic and political inequalities. 

Rep. Darrell Issa (R-Calif.), the chairman of the committee, sparked the investigation with a 
letter to Interior Secretary Ken Salazar this week, accusing Occupy D.C. of damaging McPherson 
Square after $400,000 in taxpayer funds were spent in recent years to improve it. He also 
questioned whether the Park Service has disregarded its own rules by making exceptions for the 
10-week-old protest. 

Citing a federal law that appears to prohibit camping in the square, Issa demanded that Salazar 
turn over by Jan. 3 "all communication" among Park Service officials, the White House and 
Occupy D.C. protesters. Issa also wants a "written explanation" on why the Park Service allowed 
demonstrators to "camp in McPherson Square" and a complete accounting of all arrests related to 
Occupy D.C. 

"While the protesters' continued occupation of the park appears to violate the law, the NPS has 
not taken any action to enforce the relevant statute," Issa wrote. "This situation raises questions 
about why those decisions were made, who participated in making them, and whether political 
judgments played a role in not enforcing the law." 

Interior officials did not directly address Issa' s letter and gave no indication Tuesday that they 
would shift their stance toward the protesters. 

The letter, which comes as three Occupy protesters enter the second week of their hunger strike 
for D.C. voting rights, represents the first direct congressional intervention in the protest on K 
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Street. 

But in a city where skepticism of congressional Republicans runs deep, the letter could help 
galvanize a movement that is struggling to come up with a plan for sustaining itself through the 
winter. 

On Tuesday, the gaunt and weary protesters on the hunger strike held a day-long sit-in outside 
the Capitol Hill office House Speaker John A. Boehner (R-Ohio ). "They are stepping all over us, 
and we can't let that continue," said Rooj Alwazir, 23, a McPherson Square dweller who 
accompanied the hunger strikers to the Hill. 

A separate protest group, Stop the Machine, has a Park Service permit to keep tents in Freedom 
Plaza, but the demonstrators in McPherson Square, affiliated with the Occupy Wall Street 
movement, do not have a permit to remain in the park overnight. 

While police across the country have cleared out Occupy encampments in their cities -there 
was an early Tuesday morning raid on a park near Baltimore's Inner Harbor- Park Service 
officials largely have adopted a policy of nonconfrontation with the McPherson Square 
protesters. 

Backed by D.C. leaders sympathetic with the protesters' goals, federal officials have stressed that 
they have been trying to uphold the citizens' right to picket the government. Although more than 

1 00 tents crowd McPherson Square, the federal officials have said there is precedent for allowing 
temporary structures on Park Service land as a part of a protest. 

Adam Fetcher, Salazar's press secretary, said the agency is working with D.C. leaders to "ensure 
that demonstrations associated with the Occupy movement are conducted safely and in 
compliance with the law." 

"The National Park Service and the U.S. Park Police are firmly committed to upholding 
Americans' First Amendment rights while also enforcing our nation's laws, guarding public 
safety and protecting the resources with which we are entrusted," he wrote. 

In his letter to Salazar, Issa accused the Park Service of allowing protesters to kill newly planted 
grass and damage upgrades to the park that had been funded with a $400,000 grant from 
President Obama' s 2009 stimulus bill. 

"We can all agree that once the federal government had invested the funds, no government 
agency should have allowed it to be damaged or destroyed when it legally could have been 
prevented," Issa said. 

Issa's letter comes as some local business leaders are growing weary of the demonstrators. Over 
the past two weeks, more than 100 Occupy D.C. demonstrators have been arrested for blocking 
traffic and for other acts of civil disobedience. The protests are aimed at a host of concerns, 
including perceived corporate and lobbyist influence on government. 
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Several high-ranking D.C. officials said the Park Service should try to avoid a high-profile clash 
with the protesters. 

"We don't want the same thing to happen here as has happened in other cities," said Del. Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (D-D.C.). "We support their underlying message. We just want them to be 
careful about the rights of others while they get their message out." 

On Tuesday, the leaders ofD.C. Vote, an advocacy group, accompanied the hunger strikers to 
Capitol Hill to press for voting rights and local control over the D.C. budget. Adrian Parsons, 
Kelly Mears and Sam Jewler sat in wheelchairs in front of Boehner's office for more than four 
hours in an effort to speak with him. 

The speaker declined because he was focused on "getting Americans back to work," his 
spokeswoman said. The protesters questioned why Congress is worried "about grass seed in a 
park" but not "D.C. democracy." 

Staff writer Annie Gowen contributed to this report. 
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